00160 


COPY NO. 726 
; _ OCI NO. 0277/61 


- 27 April 1261 


CURRENT. - 


OFFICE «.. CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 
rae Serene Nad AcE 


-———__ > 
P27 er 


CURRENT IN SELLIGENCE WEEKLY SUMMARY 


fo ᾿ / 
ες . . " . 
The government is proceeq. 
ing with plans to stage elaborate 
victory celebrations ox Hay Day 
in’ Havana and Santiago. Obsery- ὑ 
"ers from bloc countries and 


Ν «8 The Οαβέχοι χορ ζηθ᾽ followed 
up its victory last week by 

rounding up all Suspected "coun- 
terrevolutionaries" in Cuba. 


‘groups throughout the henisphere . 
are expected to attend. Govern 
ment leaders have pronised that . 
the May Day events will consti_ _ 
‘tute Cuba's reply to the US - ᾿ 
State Department's recent "white 
paper! on Cuba. Jesns Soto, _ 
leader of the government-—cop~ ον τος 
trolied Cuban labor cortedera. = ~* 
tion, said on 24 April that : 


"the first socialist denocratia 
republic in Anerica, according 
to a ¥rench press agency dis. 
patch from Havana. ‘Soto re. 


~ the Cuban Government | 
has arrested about 20,000 per 
sons. There are also indica 
tions that the Eovernment is ; 
' Conducting a vigorous purge οὗ. 
its own administrative machinery 
. to rid ‘itself of elements which 
ΣΤ Might turnp against it in any 
τῦδ Mew insurgent offensive, - 
wae ne Viste ro a 


-~ 


. Tension remains’ high ὮΝ 


" “Havana and elsewhere in Cuba. 


lamation could not have been ᾿. . 
} made a year ago becauss of "yg. τ΄. 
vce tees et τ πὶ το στννς . { action and divisionism" in ᾿ 

τς 5. Fidel Castro's comments on j 

Η 


no Cuban labor ‘nions, but that 
“23 April on "ys backing" of the 


today “power is in the hands 


ι representatives of ProCestro 


portedly added that such a proce Ὁ 


“insurgents were rather mild in " of the WWworkersz.ndnd-+: peaga, Coe va. 


./ Comparison with Carlier harangues! ants," 
Ὁ delivered following relatively i = 
minor incidents.-. He threatened, ΝΞ he 1 ΕΝ 
: however, that any future "di. / 2s: At the un . 
εὐ xeet US aggression" against j _ 
Cuba would unleash a "confllagra~ - ἐν Ν 
tion of incaleulable proportions, " The General Assembly on 


. and he implied that the lives 21 April @pproved the sevyan. 
-of US citizens in Cuba and else- power Latin American TEsolution 

where in Latin America would be on Cuban charges of 15 ®ESsrTes~ 
in danger if Cuba were again . “Ϊ sion after €liminating the kay 
invaded. He also implied that operative paragraph exhorting 
the prisoners captured in the | OAS members to assist in achiey- 
recent fighting-~1, 087, aceord= 1 ing a peaceful settlemant. The 

ing to the regime--would be ex- resolution as Passed calls on 

. cuted unless the US halted all all UN members to take such 


aid to anti-Castro elements. peaceful action as is open to 
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them to remove the existing 
tension. The Mexican draft 
resolution interdicting any 
aid to "promote the civil war 
in Cuba" was rejected for lack 
of a two-thirds majority. 


Latin American Reactions . Ν 
- On 21 April, Costa Rican Ὁ. °° 
' President Echandi instructed his - - 
representative at the Organiza- “- 
tion of American States (OAS) ὃ 
to offer a resolution proposing ἡ 


‘ Repercussions of the land-— 
ες ings in Cuba continue through- 
‘3; Out Latin America, Castro ** . 
. sympathizers--primarily Commu- 


4; pists and pro-Communists-—bave 
“.° 1 "staged new demonstrations in “ -; 


"Several countries, although of 2 
ἃ generatiy wilder natucc. and - 


<i with fewer participants than _ 
ξεν those immediately following the 
τ , landings. 


Some of:the demon~ 
. Strations have been broken up 


ἐς by anti-Castyo groups, as oc- 
- Curred in Pernambuco, Brazil, ve 


on 22 April; others, ‘such as .. 


“one attempted: in Bogota on the » 


-Same day, have been prevented 
‘by local security forces, 


» 


:-*¥nitdal Latin Amesican re- 
action to President Kennedy's -᾿ 


address of 20 April to the Amer~ 


ican Society of Newspaper Edi- 


tors has been very favorable, 
_, Official comment-~and in some 


cases that of a majority of the 
local newSpapers--in Argentina, 
‘Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, and 
Peru has hailed the message 
and has expressed support for 
early multilateral action to 
meet the Communist threat in’ 
Cuba. 


‘ism,” 


asylum in the Latin American 
countries for the political ΄. 
prisoners in Cuban jails. Yhile 
such 2 resolution probably would 
have widespread support among 


most OAS members, it would prob-- . = 
ably be’ rejected by Castro, wha 5 = 


consistently has attacked the 
OAS as a."tool of US imperial ὁ 


͵ 


κε °“! Eehandd ‘and Panamanian’! Ὁ 


President Chiari, who is motin~ . 
vated primarily by a. desire to 

defend his own government a 
against pro-Castro forces agitate 
ing for a revolition in Panama, ἢ 
agreed in a meeting on 22 Aprii 
that their countries' diplo- 


matic missions in Havana should -..-. τ 


be kept open as a refuge for 
those fleeing persecution, 

On 24 April the Honduran 
Government of President Villoca 
Morales-~who faces perhaps the 
most active pro-Castro ‘forces 
in. Central America but is per- 
sonally a strong anti-Coumunis: 
of the liberal left--became 
the eightn Latin American re-~ 
gime to break or suspend diplo-~ 
matic relations with Cuba, 


The strongly anti-Castro | 


Ydigoras government of Guatemala 
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was subjected to radio attack 

on 19 April by former President 
Arbenz—--now an exile in Havana—~ 
and to Communist-led pro-Castro 
cenonstrations on 18 and 19 
April which led to three deaths. 
and a number of wounded. 


"| In Mexico,: the administra— 
tion of President Lopez Mateos 
appears: intent on emphasizing 


.its continued support of the 


aspirations of the Cuban revolu- 


‘“tionz. apparently believing that - 
. 1£ the Cubans are left alone *’ 
.. they will eliminate Castro and 
περ Communist influence. In view 3 
i." O£ Lopez’ statements to this ~ ; 
‘0. effect, however, radical student 
71. Sagitaters reportediy cannot ται. 


| derstand why he-has dispersed 


the sizable pro-Castro demonstra— 
τ tions organized by the students. | 


ἜΝ Bloc. Reactions - 


τ Moscow has depicted the’ 


:“"fadlure of the. Cuban invasion 


.as a major blow to Us prestige 


|, but has warned that the Cuban . 


. regime. 


“τὸ Situation iS still dangerous. - 
...., ἄπ a second letter to President 
τς Kennedy on 22 April, Khrushcliev 
. -; Sought to establish the impres- - 
“gion that the strong position 
‘taken by the USSR was a key fac~- 
εὐ tor in turning back the rebel. ὁ 
- effort to overthrow the Castro 


regime, 


- AS in his previous letter 
and the Soviet Government state-~ 
ment of 18 April, Khrushchev 
carefully avoided committing | 
the USSR to any specific meas-~ 
ures in support of the Castro 

He repeated his earlier 
warning, however, that "things 
cannot be done in such a way . 
that in one region the situation 
is made easier and the conflagra-- 
tion dampened, and in another 
area a new conflagration is 
Started." This warning is cal- 
culated to warn that the USSR ot 
will retaliate against US moves 
in Cuba by applying pressure on | 
Western positions in other parts 
of the world that are more vul- | 
nerable to Communist power, | 
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Khrushchey's reference ty 
the US presence at the Guantanamo 
base "against the Clearly ex- 


pressed wish of the Cuben people 
“And government" apparently was 


inteaded to Serve notice that 
the USSR would strongly support 
any Cuban demande that tie US 
relinquish this base. 


; Soviet propaganda has con-— - 
tinued to develop the thesis of 


: YS responsibility for the at~ 


ἐ 


12k on Cuba, stating that the 
~nterrogation of rebel prisoners 
confirms the US role in train— 
ing and equipping the invading 


force. - Several bloc commenta- .. -- 


tours havé observed that’ recent 
vents in Cuba prove the corrin:t- 
ness of the assessment of the 
Noscow conference last November 
that the imperialist "export of 
counterrevolution" is a primary 
source of world conflict but. 


that the socialist countries ave’. - 


strong enough’ to rebuff the in- 
perialisis, ᾿- lt or aaah tte, 


Chief Soviet delegate — 
Zorin declared at a news confer- 
ence at the UN on 26 April that 
the USSR was prepared to come 


' to the aid of Cuba if it is at- 


tacked.. In reply to a question 
Zorin said that the Soviet of- ὁ 
fcr to "extend assistance" -to ᾿ 
Cuba was given more s ~Lously 

han the British pledge of help 
to Poland prior to World War Τί, ἡ 
40vin's remactks do not go beyond | 
earlier Soviet statements of - - . 
Support, The Soviet leaders ὑχγοῦ.- 
ably feel nevertheless that, 
with: the failure of the rebel 
landings, they can now comment 
more freely. 


‘Western European Reaction 
EE RES EL LON 
While pross and official 


Opinion in Western Europe has 
Shown very little Symp2zthy for 


; the Castro regime and consider~ 


able understanding of the US 
position in regard to it, the 
consensus is that the failure 
of the rebel movemcat to over-— 
throw Castro is a serious blow 
to US prestige. West German 
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Foreign Ministry officials have 
expressed concern to the US En~ 
bassy in Bonn that Castro'#* en— 
hanced prestige will strength- 
én pro-Castro groups in other 
Latin American countries, and 
French officials have told the 
US ambassador in Paris that the 
US skould have used “all neces~ 
Sary measures" to follow through 
on the plan to oust Castro, - The 
- Austrian Government rejected . 
τ 8. Soviet request that it issue — 

.a@ Statement condemning "US in- 

* tervention" in Cuba, replying: 


nes, that it accepted President Ken- ; 


vce’ “nedy's statement that the US ; 
ol, 7 did not intervene, τεὸς τ 7 


--..«.. meme tee 


+8 


Asian~African ‘Reaétion 
aenanretrican Rea¢tion 


The Arab world reacted 
with almost universal condemna-~ 
. tion of the Cuban invasion, and 
its collapse has been hailed 
in the press and among the gen. 

- @ral public of many countries 

‘Of the area as a victory over 
American "imperialism." The 
UAR'S propaganda media have 
been unrestrained in denouncing 
the invasion as American aAggres- 
Sion, comparing it to the tri. 
Partite action during the Suez 
crisis, and have liberally 
Salted their criticism with 
vicious personal AtTtT2CHS Of 


and Guine:; 
congratulato 
‘tro followin 
1 tory over thé. in 
lpress coverage o 
vasion has been heavily Slanted ; 
both countries,. 


Southeast Asian comment on | i 
ὃ 


ean 


in Cuba, . 
Similar reactions w 


against ithe US in 


- Im South Vietn 
{iof the sseurtiy' 

ported very. disco 
ailure of 


g the - 


committal :factual - 
strong criticisis' of 
press in Thailand“and the Phil. 
ippines,’ however’ - 
backed the 
tionaries., . 
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President Kemuiedy,. 
anti-Communist and 
elements who e 
Qasim feel tha 
ure has had a drast 
on US prestige, - 


Ghanaian Presi 


᾿ς Indonesian reaction was ce 
relatively restrained, probalay [2 
because of President: Sukarno's « , 
visit -to. Washingt6n, .The- Indian “CA 
press continues ori Β 
US role in ἜδΠ6. Οὗ a 
but the US Embassy: comments that on 
public reaction has 
prisingly mild in 
with that whi 
anese landings... 


[Ὁ 


has ‘solidly | - 
a2nti-Castro revolu~ . 


ervice is\re— ph) 
uraged by |the 


in Iraq, . 
anti-Qasimn 


quate Castro with 
t the. Cuban 1211... 


ic effect . 


dent Nkrumah 


President Touré sent 

ry messages to Cas _ ἐν 
latter's vice. -. 
Surgents, and = - 
tthe Cuban in- 


the collapse of the anti-Castxro - 
Aavasiow. has -inéiuded. official 
statements of ‘“cOncern" from. 
some government ‘leaders, . Presa 
coverage liat- ranged from non.. 
reporting to 


the US, πῆς 


3 


tical of the 


uban episode, — 


been sur. . ὧν 


comparison ~~ 
ch fol 


lowed the Leb- 


am, the head ] 61% 


the landings, 5 ing | 
ee-ho either Laos a 


hic 


US \f that country. doula to 


nothing to change the sit atilon 


| He aia not\s 
οὗ Sou h. Vietnam. doula pe \to 
obtain \strohg Support fram the 


is much closer\ 


j in Greece and Iran, 


ere ee ---- 


